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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the interactive experiences of young children’s peer
play. The data were collected by the natural observation of 64 four-year-olds’ and 52
five-year-olds’ play behaviors over two semesters using the time sampling approach. The
results showed that boys’ activity levels were higher than those of girls in same-sex dyadic
and same-sex group play. Boys exhibited a higher level of aggression and more
peer-exclusion than girls in same-sex dyadic play. Regarding age differences,
four-year-olds exhibited a higher level of aggression in other-sex dyadic play than their
five-year-old counterparts. Five-year-olds were more likely to engage in shared activities
with peers in other-sex dyadic, other-sex group, and same-sex group play than the younger
ones. Across gender and age groups, same-sex dyadic play was the peer socialization
context of social skills as well as of higher levels of aggressive behaviors. Other-sex
dyadic play may mitigate the play pattern of boys’ same-sex group play. Same-sex and
mixed-sex group play involved higher activity levels and lower aggression. Other-sex
group play may have differential implications for the development of boys’ and girls’

regulatory abilities.

Key words : young children, interactive behaviors, peer play, gender

composition





