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A Study of 2-3 Years Old Children’s Music
Behavior and Peer Interaction at Free Music Play

Pyng-Na Lee

Associate Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, National University of Tainan

Abstract

Based on the method of observation, this study attempted to investigate 2-3 years old children
music behavior and peer interaction at free music play. The findings reveal that 2-3 years old
children can play the stable beats, and the beats frequently appear in certain number or a multiple of
it. This could be young children’s natural sense of meter. Besides, 2-3 years old children can
improvise the rhythm consisting of half and quarter notes. When young children sing at free music
play, in addition to sing learned songs, young children also sing spontaneous songs, in which the
verses and melodies are improvised. In body movements, children use the instruments as props to
create rich physical expression, and the stepping movement naturally corresponding with
instrumental playing becomes the basic pulse of rhythm. Furthermore, children combined singing,
instrumental playing and body movement to create three parts of rhythm. On the other hand,
children’s peer interaction pivots on the using right of instruments, from which the interaction
modes of grabbing instruments, seeking others’ assistance, verbal communication, sharing
instruments, and collaboration are developed. When children grab others’ instruments, the behavior
of defense will occur and interrupt music behavior. When children share instruments or collaborate
with others, they will develop a rudimental form of ensemble. Therefore, peer interaction and music
behavior are mutually influenced. Finally, the meaning of music behavior and peer interaction at
free music play are discussed as well as early childhood educator’ appropriate standpoint in music

education.

Keywords: Music education in early childhood, music play,peer interaction, spontaneous music
behavior
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