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Optimizing Rural Education Through MOOCs

Chen-Li Huang

Associate Professor, Department of Education, National Taitung University

ABSTRACT

Through the literature review, this study explores limitations of rural education,
feasibility of optimizing rural education by MOOCs, and practices of optimizing rural
education through MOOCs. Rural education has limitations on time and space, human
resources, capital, and interactivity. The characteristics of MOOCs-free, no time or space
constraints, a large number of participants, flexible usage, and multiple learning links-scan
make up for these limitations of rural education. Based on literature review, this study
suggests five practices of optimizing rural education by MOOCs: MOOCs as online
contents of flipped classroom, as the resources of educators' professional development, as
self-taught materials, as open educational resources, and as the links for learning and
interactions of rural learners. The research deliberates possible shortages of these practices
and their remedies: the low learning motivation and active learning, limited supporting
measures and the way to strengthen them, the transformation of disadvantaged rural culture
and its autonomy, and imperfect MOOCs quality and its betterment. Finally, the study puts
forward four suggestions for rural education: MOOC:s as a tool for rural educational justice,
the need of supporting measures, flexible and multiple implementation strategies, and

building a MOOC:s rural learning community.

Keywords: rural education, MOOC:s, social justice
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