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Comparison of College Students’ Moral
Reasoning Regarding Utilitarianism
Versus Justice Dilemmas from Objective
and Situated Standpoints

Huan-Wen Chen*  Chi-Ting Kuo**

ABSTRACT

This study evaluated the psychometric characteristics of a utilitarianism versus
justice scale and assessed the moral reasoning of students faced with utilitarianism versus
justice dilemmas based on daily life scenarios. The consistency of their moral judgments
made from objective and situated standpoints was also evaluated. The effect of
background variables on their utilitarianism versus justice scale scores was explored.
Empirical data from 230 participants revealed that the college students were generally
more utilitarianism oriented on the first subscale and more justice oriented on the second
and third subscales. Among the 15 items, 13 items differed significantly with respect to
the means and proportions of the moral judgment scores the students assigned from
objective and situated standpoints. Sex, education level, partisan orientation, religious
beliefs, and working experience were significantly correlated with the utilitarianism

versus justice scale scores.
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