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Psychological Mechanism of Male
Intimate Partner Perpetrators Exhibiting
Violent Resistance: A Chinese

Relationalism Perspective

Yun-Jhu Chen* Hsien-Huei1 Chiou**

ABSTRACT

Intimate partner violence (IPV) perpetrators are often falsely believed to be
homogenous. Because of this, the mechanisms underlying various forms of I[PV have
been insufficiently researched. Fighting back is a unique form of IPV, and the perpetrators
of such IPV have received little academic attention. Therefore, an in-depth exploration of
the psychological mechanisms underlying this form of IPV is warranted. The present
study adopted Chinese Relationalism and constructivism perspectives and employed
narrative inquiry to collect and analyze research data related to fighting back. Two male
perpetrators of such IPV who did not behave violently in daily life and identified
themselves as being subordinate to their partners during couple interactions were invited
to participate in semi-structured interviews. Judicial documents and records from social
workers were also collected for reference during the co-analysis. Three themes were
constructed, namely, the subordinate member of a family relationship, the actualization
of Relationalism, and the new start after reflecting on IPV themes. The results indicated
that the perpetrators of fighting back IPV have the psychological features of substantial
Relationalist thinking and not conforming to traditional interpretations of power and

control. Future empirical studies are suggested to verify the results of this study.
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