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The Differences of Literacy Environment
In Shared Reading Practice

of Taiwanese Young Children’s Families

Pei-Yu Lin

Associate Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education
National Taichung University

Abstract

A survey was conducted to investigate the literacy environment young children
experience in north, middle and south Taiwan, including the investigation on parental belief
and practice in their shared reading with young children. The purpose of this study is to
understand the differences of shared reading embedded in different home environments
where early literacy development may be facilitated in various levels.  Self-developed
Home Literacy Environment Scale with the survey of shared reading practice was applied.
Participants were 989 families from 34 kindergartens in 13 areas of Taiwan. The findings
indicated that there was a difference of SES in shared reading practice among Taiwanese
families. There was a difference of home literacy environment divided by four groups in
shared reading practice after the control of SES as a covariate. This study also described
the differences in shared reading between two extreme groups divided by the home literacy

environment scale.

Key words : Shared reading, family literacy environment, literacy

development of young children
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